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MEMBERSHIP SURVEY

The editor regrets to inform the membership that there will not be a directory unless the
members respond in greater numbers. A form was sent out and only 10 people
answered. 10 entries does not a directory make and the editor had hoped to include
more than mere mailing address. Another form will be sent out with this issue which
will be compiled and mailed after the AEJMC meeting in Atlanta. For those rare 10, do
not feel obliged to fill out another form, but for the rest of you, please do so. New
officers will have been elected and the agendas for Washington, D.C. and Anaheim, CA
possibly set in motion. Ideas for meetings are always solicited from the members.
Whether you can attend these meetings or not, remember you are there in spirit with
the rest of us.

AEJMC/ATLANTA

The business meeting at this year's conference yielded a profitable session. New officers
have been elected: Judy Solberg of the University of Maryland, College Park is MCB's
new chair. Mary Jones of Michigan State University, East Lansing is the new secretary.
Dolores Jenkins continues as newsletter editor. The next two conferences will be
Washington, DC in 1995 and Anaheim, CA in 1996. Ideas have already been suggested
for panels next year. Kathy Hansen suggested a panel on the issue of accuracy and
thoroughness in electronic databases, full text or bibliographic. Lisa Beinhoff of
Syracuse University suggested that since we will be in Washington, home of the U.S.
Government Printing Office and source of the depository programs throughout
American libraries, we might explore issues of access to federal information as it
relentlessly migrates from paper to fiche to electronic formats, especially those areas of
concern to mass communications. Elizabeth Carpelan, publisher of Index to Journals in
Mass Communication ,, has agreed to be on a joint panel with some other index
producer to discuss selection criteria, quality and extent of indexing, etc. The MCB
board will approach the likes of Sage's Communication Abstracts or the University of
Western Ontario's Index to Journalism Periodicals, available both on microfiche and via
the Internet. The board welcomes other ideas for sessions and asks that you contact
Judy Solberg over the next few months if you want to suggest topics or want to
participate on a panel. Ms. Jenkins reported on a meeting with the AEJMC Publications
Committee the day previous wherein MCB has been asked to prepare a list of indexing
services that cover Journalism Quarterly, Journalism Monographs and Journalism
Educator and whether they are available electronically or via document delivery
services and options for delivery on the Internet. The former editor of Journalism
Monographs , Jim Tankard, has been involved in an elaborate indexing of persons cited,
concepts explored and other keywords in each monograph with a view to a printed



index to the first 150 or so publications in the series. He is unable to finish the project
himself and asked if any MCB member might be interested in taking it on. The project
would be good for someone in a tenure accruing situation. There is funding to cover
costs of production. At the time of the meeting particulars were not yet available but
the AEJMC Publications Committee has promised to get back with the information.
Jenkins has the samples of indexing and the scope of the project which she can send to
anyone who might want to consider tackling this project. David Shedden of the Poynter
Institute for Media Studies announced the formation of an electronic bulletin from the
center to be called VIEWPOYNT. He hopes it will become a useful information source
for mass media researchers. More information on VIEWPOYNT in the next newsletter
after it has been in operation for awhile. ****Donita Moorhus has replaced Fern Ingersoll
on the Washington Press Club Foundation's Oral History Project "Women in
Journalism." She asked to speak to the business meeting because so many of the
librarians there represent institutions that agreed to become repositories for the project
which is winding down. Donita wanted to let the MCB membership know that besides
making the sets available to the official repositories that signed on to the program a few
years back, the complete set of transcripts are now available for sale to other libraries or
research centers or private researchers for $1200, a 14% reduction from the individual
transcript prices. This price includes shipping. The offer ends December 31, 1994.
Address orders/inquiries to Washington Press Club Foundation, 1067 National Press
Building, Washington, DC 20045; Phone (202) 393-0613. The project consists of 54
interview transcripts with women whose careers began before WWII to those who are
still active today, who represents ethnic, geographical, topical, and professional
diversity. Of obvious use to mass communications programs, the series would also be
of use to women's studies, ethnic studies, sociology, American studies, popular culture,
and a host of other applications.*** The MCB panel on Friday evening, August 12, was
moderated by Frances Wilhoit of the University of Indiana. The general theme was
reference gaps in the mass communications literature, print and electronic. Panelists
included Eleanor Block of the Ohio State University who addressed issues concerning
the paucity of indexing of foreign mass communication journals and made reference to
her grant at OSU which is allowing the purchase and cataloging of several titles.
Reinette Jones of the University of Kentucky made a wish list of reference resources and
services that would help those in one-person organizations, reading rooms, which serve
a clientele every bit as demanding as those in a major research institution, and Judy
Solberg discussed "the elusive Gopher," and the Kafka-esque situations of integrating
electronic reference services into the mass communigcations bibliographic field. At the
end of the session Nancy Green of Stanford University distributed an outline (20 pages)
of her two week introductory seminar to the Internet. She will be glad to share copies of
this outline with anyone who contacts her. There was a lively interchange from the
audience and Ms. Carpelan said that with a view to updating something along the lines
of the Aspen Handbook on the Media (1977 ed.), she hoped to compile a new media
research centers directory. Ms. Block pointed out that portions of directories exist in Jo
Cates' Journalism; A Guide to the Reference Literature and Lucy Caswell's Guide to
Sources in American Journalism History. Ms. Carpelan would welcome suggestions
from the MCB membership about research centers or collections for inclusion in this
projected directory. Also mentioned was the need to update Journalism Monographs



no. 74, "A Guide to Mass Communication Sources," by M. Gilbert Dunn and Douglas W.
Cooper. Such an update would be useful to fling at entering mass communication
students to introduce them to the wild and woolly world of research. For further
information regarding copies or participation :

Judy Solberg, Social Sciences Bibliographer, McKeldin Library, University of Maryland-
-College Park, College Park, MD 20742; Phone (301) 405-9120; E-mail:
JS145@umail.umd.edu

Elizabeth Carpelan, Carpelan Publishing Co., P.O. Box 2726, Riverside, CA 92516-2726.

Nancy Green, 675 Sharon Park Drive, #218, Menlo Park, CA 94025; E-mail:
NGREEN@LELAND.STANFORD.EDU.

CORNUCOPIA

Nordicom Review announces a special issue, the XI Nordic Conference on Mass
Communication Research, Trondheim, 8-11 August, 1993. From the editorial page:
Nordicom's two main areas of activity are publications Nordicom Review [semi-
annuall, Nordicom-Information [quarterly], Nordicom Bibliography of Nordic Mass
Communication Literature [annual publication in two volumes], and Catalogues of
Current Research in the Nordic Countries [biennial]. The Nordicom database, NCOM,
provides online access to the literature registered by Nordicom since 1975, currently
[1994] some 22,000 entries. The Nordicom Database for Current Research provides
online access to ongoing research projects in Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, and
Sweden. Information and publications: Nordicom, University of Goteborg,
Sprangkullsgatan 21, s-411 23 Goteborg, SWEDEN. Phone +46 31 773 12 19; Fax +46 31
773 46 55. The contact is Ulla Carlsson. Bibliographies and databases: Nordicom, State
Library, Universitétsparken, DK-8000 Aarhus C, SWEDEN. Phone +86 12 20 22; Fax +86
13 27 04. The confact is Claus Kragh Hansen.

Times Mirror Center for the People and the Press has a truly interesting recent poll
available, "Mixed Message about Press Freedom on Both Sides of the Atlantic," an eight
nation survey. While those polled approved abstractly of the watchdog function of the
press as a useful tool in a democracy, they then went on to express themselves in favor
of limits on press freedom "ranging from protecting military secrets to reducing
portrayals of sex and violence in the media.” The Germans polled were most
knowledgeable, with Americans ranking next to last, only above Spaniards. Among
questions asked were identifying the PLO and Boutros Boutros Ghali. Cooperating in
the project were the following news organizations: EI Pais in Spain, La Repubblica in
Italy, Liberation in France and EI Norte in Mexico. Another recent poll of great
application to popular culture is "The Vocal Minority in American Politics." It deals
with talk radio shows and political clout. To obtain copies contact The Center at 1875
Eye Street, Suite 1100, Washington, DC 20006; phone (202) 293-3126.
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The Joan Shorenstein Barone Center on the Press Politics and Public Policy has
issued Research paper, R-11 (May 1994), "Transmitting Race: The Los Angeles Riot in
Television News," by Erna Smith. If you have not been getting this center's
publications, you need to get them into your collection. The newsletter from the center
is also quite informative. Recently it sent a survey asking if the current membership
might be interested in a scholarly journal that dealt with international aspects of mass
media and politics. MCB eagerly awaits the outcome and hopes that the result is
positive. Contact the center at c¢/o John F. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard
University, 79 John F. Kennedy Street, Cambridge, MA 02138; Phone (617) 495-8269.

World Association for Public Opinion Research/ Association Mondiale de
Recherches sur I'Opinion Publique has its 1993 Directory of Members available.
WAPOR was brought to my attention by a graduate student who needed to identify
public opinion polling services in the Netherlands. No doubt, Gallup has offices over
there but she was interested in finding local resources, not international /overseas
agents. You too may have need of such a directory in future. Contact WAPOR
Secretariat c¢/o School of Journalism and Mass Communication, University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill, CB 3365 Howell Hall, Chapel Hill, NC 27599-3365; Phone:
(919) 962-4078; Fax (919) 962-0620.

A new monographic series, The Poynter Papers, is available from the Poynter Institute
for Media Studies. The series currently has four titles for distribution (first copy free,
additional copies $3): No. 1, A Call to Leadership [concerns issues of ownership and
management]; No. 2, Notes towards a Definition of Journalism [about the study and
practice of journalism]; No. 3, Community Connectedness Passwords for Journalism;
No.4, The Charlotte Project; Helping Citizens Take Back Democracy [about the
Charlotte Observer]. The books are a visual delight; the design and art direction were
done by award winning Poynter faculty member, Dr. Pegie Stark. To secure these
works contact the Institute at 801 Third Street South, St. Petersburg, FL. 33701; Phone:
(813) 821-9494. Another excellent reference tool is included as a special pull-out section
in the Poynter newsletter, Poynter Report, Spring 1994 issue: "Resources for Campaign
and Election Coverage." Itis a selected list of books, databases, online information,
locators of sources and techniques useful for newsrooms [and budding reporters] as
they cover campaigns and elections.

The Headline vs. the Bottom Line ; Mutual Distrust between Business and the News
Media is the title of a recent group of essays available from the First Amendment
Center at Vanderbilt University. The Center is an independent operating program of
the Freedom Forum. It serves as a forum for dialogue and debate on cutting edge- free
expression and freedom of information issues. Contact the Center at 1207 18th Avenue
South, Nashville, TN 32712; Phone (615) 321-9588.

An amusing but illuminating title for high school journalism is Death by Cheeseburger
available from the Freedom Forum. Issues touched upon include the current status of
high school journalism, diversity in the school newsroom, economics of production,
censorship, technology, and teacher training. While supplies last free to high school



journalism teachers or advisors or daily newspaper editors. All others $14.95 (prepaid
by check or money order) Available from the Forum , 1101 Wilson Blvd., Arlington, VA
22209; Toll-free (800) 830-FREE. Another interesting item is a videotape and/or
transcript from the Forum featuring O.], Simpson [along with other sports writers and
commentators] explaining his interviewing techniques with athletes. The seminar
entitled "Can We Get Along?" was held in Atlanta, January 29, 1994 The Center's
annual report, Faces of Freedom, 1993, includes a comprehensive listing of center
reports against which you can check your holdings, library or private collection. The
report also includes a diskette IBM-compatible [Macintosh available on request]. The
diskette supplements with essays, speeches, lists of financial awards from the Center,
etc. Had the text seen the light of day rather than in diskette form, the report would be
143 pages longer. The Center invites comment on this format.

The Unfolding Lotus; East Asia's Changing Media is one of many offerings from the
Freedom Forum Media Studies Center at Columbia University. Co-authored by Jon
Vanden Heuvel and Everette E. Dennis, the book includes chapters on the current state
of the press in China, Japan, Hong Kong, Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, Taiwan,
Philippines, Indonesia, and South Korea. Two appendices include media profiles of
Cambodia, Laos, Mongolia, Myanmar, North Korea, and Vietnam and a directory of
major east and southeast Asian press institutes. This work would be an excellent
supplement to international media courses. Thanks to the authors and the Center for
bringing this study to MCB's attention. Another valuable conference report is "Religion
and the News." Many issues regarding the delicate balance of secular reporting and
religious topics are concisely addressed in this 25 page report. Again a valuable
supplement for classroom use. Available from the Center at 2950 Broadway, New York,
NY 10027-7004; Phone (212) 678-6600

"Seminar on Direct Electronic Democracy," the transcript of a conference held at the
University of Miami's School of Communication in 1993, focuses on talk shows, cable
systems, and interactive video as examples of media influence on current political
processes in the USA. The transcript has been edited; for an uncut version the
videotape is available from the Director of Communication Service, School of
Communication, University of Miami, Coral Gables, FL. 33124.

Three reports on sexual harassment in the media have come to MCB's attention.
"Sexual Harassment in the Newsroom and on the Job," by Pat Kossan of the Phoenix
Gazette. APME News, April-May 1992, pp. 2-10. Two papers just delivered at the
AEJMC convention in Atlanta: "Sexual Harassment and Vicarious Liability of Media
Organizations," by Matthew D. Bunker, School of Journalism, University of Alabama,
and "Sexual Harassment in U.S. Newsroom: A Preliminary Report," by Kim Walsh-
Childers, Jean Chance and Kristin Herzog, all professors at the College of Journalism,
University of Florida.
1-800-ECOLINE . A toll-free hotline is available to researchers and students. There are
volunteer operators under the auspices of the University of Vermont's Environmental
Studies Program and the Together Foundation for Global Unity, The database lists



















