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From the Editor

A large portion of this issue was prepared by Mary Murphy
(Michigan State University) and Eleanor Block (Ohio State
University). Many thanks to them and to other members who
contributed specific articles. If you would like to submit news or
have ideas for the next issue, please contact me. We welcome
news about people, publications, libraries, information resources,
technology and anything else you think might be of interest to
members.

Susan Lerdal
slerdal@iastate. edu
lowa State University

From the Chair

I am so glad to be writing this as your new chair of the
Mass Communication Bibliographers group for 1999-2000.
Actually, it is a return to a job I held once before for this AEJMC
group back in its early days. Frances Wilhoit (now retired) and I
were the co-founders of this group at the beginning of the '80s.

This once very vital and necessary group has sort of
floundered in the last few years, but AEJMC has agreed to see us
continue in recognition of our importance to the group. Many
of us have become friends and valuable colleagues through this
group and lots of good information still continues to be
exchanged.

We will be presenting a program ( no date set yer) at the
AEJMC convention in Phoenix, August 9-12, 2000, and we will
be having a business meeting and our annual dinner get-
together. I am sure that the program will be on electronic
journals in journalism and communication so if you feel an
expertise in this area and want to share let me know. I would
also like a publisher present. Any ideas?

David Sheddon of the Poynter Institute has agreed to serve
as a vice-chair and I am so glad that Sue Lerdal of Iowa State
University has agreed to serve as our newsletter editor. Reinette
Jones of the University of Kentucky continues as our very
dedicated listserv editor.

Please plan to attend our meeting in Arizona. We need to
reconnect and get this group's lifeblood flowing again. Let me
know what you need, want, expect, etc.

Eleanor Block (Ohio State University)

100 Journalism Library

242 West 18th Ave., Columbus, OH 42310
614-292-8747 FAX 614-292-3722
Block.3@osu.edu

MCB Now a Committee

At the August convention in New Orleans, the AEJMC
executive committee approved a request to change the status of
the Mass Communication Bibliographers (MCB) from an
interest group to a committee. MCB members were informed of
this change in a Sept. 29. 1999, memo from Jennifer H. McGill,
executive director of the Association for Education in Journalism
and Mass Communication.

In her memo, McGill stated: "The group's officers
requested the change in order to get a better handle on the
reporting and programming responsibilities of interest groups,
which the MCB had been unable to fulfill the past couple of
years. Committees are not required to file in-depth annual
reports, and they are not required to do any convention
programming.”

The change to committee status allows MCB to maintain
its list of members, publish newsletters and convene a business
meeting. If the members wish, the committee may also present
one programming session at the annual convention.

Frances Wilhoit Takes Leave

All of us will profoundly miss founding member and
former first chair of MCB, Frances Wilhoit of Indiana
University in Bloomington. She was the guiding force behind
the growth and reputation of our group. Frances and Eleanor
Block first met in 1986 at the annual convention of the
Association for Education in . Journalism and Mass
Communication at the University of Oklahoma. This is when
the association still could meet at college campuses. From that
first meeting, 2 group was born. Frances had earlier convinced
AEJMC that such a group was needed and that they should allot
time to us at their conventions. She even got a donation of $100
from one of our first members (Al Scroggins) to start us out. She
has always been a journalism/communication library advocate,
has published useful and important works and has always
represented us well. One regret that she would surely voice is
that no matter how many discussions, surveys and reports she
made, she could never convince the editors of Communication
Abstracts o provide a good electronic version that met her needs
and our needs as well.

Frances was granted a leave from the IU Libraries
beginning November 1, 1998. Frank Quinn was appointed
acting head beginning on thart date.

If you would like to drop Frances a line, please send it to
her home at 926 South Highland Avenue, Bloomington, IN
47401.
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COMLIB-L = Communications Librarians Listserv

COMLIB-L is a discussion list for communications
librarians. The term "communications” is used in a broad
manner, and includes journalism, advertising, communication,
telecommunication, and all other related disciplines.

The list was established following the 1994 AEJMC
Bibliographers Meeting. The group had been discussing ways to
reach other librarians and an electronic forum seemed like a good
idea.

Subscription to the list is open to all, and the focus is
communications issues. Presently COMLIB-L has 170
members. Traffic (e-mail) is light for the most part.

There are job notice postings and discussion of new
databases. We share information about Web sites such as
Communication Institute for Online Scholarship (CIOS).
There is talk about CD-ROM products such as CommSearch.
And we discuss databases that provide full-text access to
communication journals, such as EBSCO or ProQuest. From
time to time, there is debate about the lack of an authoritative
product with a foundation of communication resources. But
who knows what the future holds!

To subscribe to COMLIB-L, send a message to:
listserv@l[sv.uky.edu. In the body of the message, type: subscribe
comlib-] Your Name.

Reinette F. Jones
rjones@pop. uky.edu

U of Kentucky Libraries
College of Communications
University of Kentucky

Annenberg Library Is Back

The Annenberg Library at the Annenberg School for
Communication has returned to the School and opened for
business as of Sept. 7, 1999. The library has been reconfigured
to include three new classroom spaces (one large classroom with
all the bells and whistles for access to the computer network, TV
and cable channels, video playback, etc., and two smaller rooms
for seminars and small classes) and has an expanded
reading/reference room for quiet study. There are 12 computers
for use by students and a new state-of-the-art alarm system by
Checkpoint that monitors and reports the exact items that have
gone in or out of the library. We are proud of the new space and
welcome visitors at any time.

Susan Williamson
swilliamson@asc.upenn.edu

Annenberg School for Communication Library
University of Pennsylvania

Renovation and Change at Ohio State Journalism
Library

We have had significant changes in the Journalism Library
at OSU. In addition to all new public access terminals, which
are networked to a wide variety of databases, electronic journals
and such, we have also developed our first Web page. We also
knocked down and replaced our circulation desk for the first
time since we opened in the very early '70s. Some adjacent walls
were painted and new painting was done in our two copier areas
with new bulletin boards added. Our two staff offices were
emptied and we now have new desks, storage cabinets, chairs,
work tables, file cabinets and the rest. Everything went and we
were not sorry to see them go! Since our entire library is
windowless, it is a pleasure to see modern and lighter hued
furniture. We also have new microfilm/microfiche machines and
are about to order the first DVD equipment in the libraries for
our very large Movies on Media research collection.

Eleanor Block
block.3@osu.edu
Journalism Library
Obhio State University

Information Resource Center Emerging at Sevareid
Library

As we prepare to move back into a totally renovated
Murphy Hall in January, 2000, our library will be transformed
into an Information Resource Center, with a traditional
collection of library materials, but also incorporating classroom
and teaming space, computer and multi-media network
resources and workstations, extensive digital materials collections
and full access to everything on the classroom servers. We hope
to staff the new space with a curriculum delivery specialist who
will work closely with professors and adjuncts to tailor and
specifically design course materials/web sites/source guides/etc.
using the full resources of the Information Center. It will
transform the library from a "space” to a "function.” It is a big
change for us, and a much larger financial commitment than the
School has made in the past, but we are absolutely convinced it is
the way to go for the future.

Kathleen Hansen

k-hans@umn.edu

Eric Sevareid Library

School of Journalism and Mass Communication
University of Minnesota

AEJMC

http://www.facsnet.org/AEJMC/
aejmc@sc.edu

AEJMC Mass Communication Bibliographers Committee




Annenberg Presidential Campaign Discourse
Archive

The Annenberg School is developing a CD-ROM thart will
interest students of political communication. In the spring of
2000, the CD-ROM entitled the Annenberg Presidential
Campaign Discourse Archive will be released. This archive of
campaign discourse includes the texts of all campaign speeches,
television ads, and debates by major party and some independent
candidates from 1952 to 1996. Keyword access as well as a
thesaurus are included in the search features of the CD-ROM.
We are currently working on the beta version and hope to see
the final version over the next two or so months. Stay tuned!

Susan Williamson

swilliamson@asc.upenn. edu

Annenberg School for Communication Library
University of Pennsylvania

Jones Recruits Minority Librarians

In 1997, Reinette F. Jones, communications librarian at the
University of Kentucky in Lexington, was named by the Library
Administration and Management Association (LAMA) as the
recipient of the first LAMA Cultural Diversity Grant. Reinette
and a team drawn from the University of Kentucky School of
Library and Informarion Science, the Special Libraries
Association Kentucky Chapter, and staff at the University of
Kentucky used the grant to support three information programs:
a booth at the Kentucky State University Career Day, a program
at the Kentucky Library Association Conference and a booth at
the University of Kentucky Minority Recruitment Conference.
The programs’ goals are to encourage high school students and
college undergraduates to consider a career in librarianship and
information science; to highlight Kentucky's leadership role in
the history of African American librarianship and libraries and to
emphasize the commitment of LAMA and the presenters to
diversity in the profession.

From June 1997 to July 1998, Reinette presented a number
of state and national programs and presentations using the
history of "Library Service to African Americans in Kentucky" as
a foundation for an education and recruitment campaign of
minorities into library professions. Kentucky was the first state to
have:

e a full-service public library and Carnegie building for

African Americans;
®  an African American managing a public library;

e library training program for African Americans;

e some of the first integrated libraries, beginning in 1865;
Reinette points out that "Kentucky built the first library
structure for African Americans and was viewed as the authority
on library service for African Americans and on and on and on.
All of the firsts existed for a few decades, then we fell into the
basement as far as minorities go."

As a result of the LAMA Cultural Diversity Grant
campaign, former UK library employee, Rubi Simon, received a
Spectrum Initiative Scholarship for the 1998-99 school term.

She was accepted at the University of South Florida, where,
Reinette notes, she received additional financial assistance and
very good mentoring.

Reinette has been invited to attend ALA 2000 to give an
overview of her grant activities and to report on how things have
changed as a result the LAMA grant.

Reinette was also on a six month sabbatical from June 1998
through December 1998. During that time she continued
researching the history of library service to African Americans in
Kentucky. Presently, she is working on completing a book about
the history. The manuscript should be ready for a publisher in
Spring 2000. Does anyone have an inside track to a publisher?

Member News

Michaei Boock (Cleveland State University) is the coordinator of
cataloging/communication librarian at Cleveland State
University Library. He joined the university as coordinator of
cataloging in January 1997 and in August 1997 took over the

responsibilities of communication librarian.

James Bracken (Ohio State University) and Christopher
Sterling (George Washington University) are the authors, with
Susan M. Hill, of Mass Communication Research Resources: An
Annotated Guide. (Mahwah: NJ: Laurence Erlbaum Associates,
1997.) They are also editors of Communication Booknotes
Quarterly.

Kathleen Hansen and Shannon E. Martin are the authors of
Newspapers of Record in a Digital Age: From Hot Type to Hor
Link. (Westport, CT': Praeger, 1998.)

Susan Lerdal (Iowa State University) is new to the field of
communication. In March 1998, she was hired as the librarian
for the Department of Journalism and Mass Communication at
Iowa State. In May, the department officially became the
Greenlee School of Journalism and Communication, in
recognition of a gift of $9 million from Robert and Diane
Greenlee of Boulder, CO. As part of the transformation to a
school, they are revitalizing their library resources and services.
Previously a reading room had been maintained by a clerical
staff. Susan says she is anxious to make connections with MCB
and says she has a lot to learn from us.

Frank Quinn (Indiana University) became the acting head of the
Journalism Library at Indiana University on November 1, 1998.
His research interests are censorship and intellectual freedom
issues. Frank's MLS is from the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill (1983) and his Ph.D. is in Library and Information
Science from Indiana University (1996). Frank serves as a
collection manager for psychology and will continue to work
both in Main Library References as well as the Journalism
Library, Ernie Pyle Hall 102, Indiana University, Bloomington,
IN 47405; by phone at 812-855-3933 or e-mail at
quinn@indiana.edu.

(continued on page 4)
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Member News (conzinued from page 3)

Frederick W. Stoss (SUNY Buffalo) has published "The

Communication Roles of Science and Technology Libraries: The

Science and Engineering Librarian as Technical
Communicator.”  (Academic Exchange Quarterly 2(3):58-62.
Fall 1998.)

Deborah Wassertzug (Columbia University) came to Columbia
in February 1998 as the journalism and business librarian. As
such, she spends half of her time as a librarian of the Graduate
School of Journalism and the other half working at the reference
desk at the Columbia Business School Library._ The journalism
school no longer has a separate library, so she is based in the
Lehman Social Sciences Library.

Deborah works with students and faculty of the journalism
school, providing support for research and lots of Lexis/Nexis
training, "first aid” and just generally trying to be a presence
within the School. Deborah is also the selector for journalism,
communications and media studies. She particularly enjoys
being affiliated with the journalism school "because it affords
many opportunities to attend exciting lectures and because
journalists, both established and aspiring ones, are a lot of fun to
work with." "And,” she adds, "they are always full of questions!”

Previously, Deborah worked at the University of Michigan
Libraries within their post-MLS Residency Program and then as
a librarian. Her focus was on Geographic Information Systems,
a type of software enabling users to create data distribution
maps. At Michigan she also did collection development for
Romance languages and worked in a multimedia learning center
with digital images and converted printed text into electronic
documents.

Deborah plans to attend AEJMC conventions annually and
looks forward to being an active member of MCB and meeting
all of you in person.

To Bring You Up to Date

The following articles report on the MCB program and
business meetings that were held at the AEJMC conventions in
Baltimore (1998) and New Orleans (1999).

Business Meeting Minutes
Thursday, August 6, 1998
Baltimore, Maryland

Present: Judy Solberg, David Sheddon, Eleanor Block, Lee
Joliffe, Pat Timberlake (acting secretary), Deborah Wassertzug,
and Mary Murphy (chair).

MCB newsletter. A discussion revolved around the need
for a newsletter either in electronic or print form or both, as well
as other related issues. Most present agreed that some sort of
newsletter was needed and should be distributed to members.
Items to de discussed in the newsletter include: annual report, a
list of officers, new member profiles, a summary of the programs
at the annual meeting, our listserv address and how to subscribe.

It was decided that Eleanor Block would coordinate the
newsletter efforts.

Membership. As of January 1998 MCB had 39 members.

Budget. AEJMC reports that we have $1919.88 in our
account. The Executive Council of MCB decided to allocate a
sum of up to $300.00 to our program representative at the
Midwinter Planning Meeting for travel expenses.

Approved. A donation of $50.00 to the Graduate
Education Interest Group.

Programs for future annual meetings were discussed. It was
felt that the bibliographies done for the 1998 meeting were a
good idea. Mary Murphy will attend the winter planning
meeting and cosponsors programs that seem of interest. (Kathy
Hansen will attend in her place.)

Officers for 1998-1999 are:  Chair, Mary Murphy
(Michigan State University); Vice Chair, Lee Jolliffe (Drake
University); Secretary, Pat Timberlake (University of Missouri-
Columbia); Newsletter, Eleanor Block (Ohio State University);

Programming, Kathleen Hansen (University of Minnesorta).

Pat Timberlake
timberlakep@missouri.edu
Journalism Library

University of Missouri-Columbia

Business Meeting Report
August 4, 1999

New Orleans, Louisiana

The Mass Communication Bibliographers interest group
met during the AEJMC convention in New Orleans. Among
those present at the meeting were: Mary Murphy, Nora Paul,
Kathleen Hansen, and Jennifer McGill, AEJMC executive
director. The sole topic of discussion at the meeting was the
status of the MCB interest group. Because the MCB had been
having problems meeting the procedural requirements set forth
by AEJMC for interest groups, McGill proposed that the group
change to committee status. The group discussed the
implications of this change and ultimately agreed that it was the
best solution. As a committee, the MCB could continue to
maintain some presence and visibility within AEJMC and, if
circumstances warranted it in the future, the group would be in a
position to re-establish itself as an interest group. MCB
members reported that this meeting was very cordial and that
they appreciated McGill's helpful and encouraging approach to
resolving the problem of the MCB's status.

Mary Murphy stated: "My presentation to the executive
committee of AEJMC to change to committee status was met
with very sincere support and encouragement. They value what
we are and what we have to contribute. I went with petition in
hand, and came out feeling like we are very much valued.”
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Boundary Issues in Communication Libraries: A Publications from international organizations, such as the
User's Perspective International Telecommunications Union, and technical

standards documents, promulgated by organizations such as

Presented by Dr. Christopher Sterling, Associate Dean for UNESCO, can enrich communications collections

Graduate Affairs, George Washington University Columbian w’ Dr. Sterling said. Qgt}ggghered by organizations

School of Arts and Sciences, and editor, Communications such as th,c OECD can also b.roaéen the scope of a mllectlon,is_
Booknotes Quarterly, MCB Conference Program, AEJMC, can ,,._L—-——mmnari——_ﬁ,“”l Mzmnentsthatccmmn
August 1998, Baltimore, Maryland. gfg‘r_l,nsmn_of_xsglm._alhl_n't_egest. Government documents,
particularly non-depository items, cafi provide information of
continuing value, such as the FCC's compilations of statistics.
The further availability of this and other data on the World
Wide Web, or via other electronic means, can facilitate the
inclusion of such resources in a communications collection.

Materials, which are particularly problematic for
collections, were identified by Dr. Sterling as the following: :
¢ Back volumes of reference annuals and periodicals, which /

are frequently not retained by libraries, even though they

Dr. Sterling, a prolific author, co-author, and editor of a
leading book review source in the communications field, spoke
to the Mass Communications Bibliographers interest group
about issues he has identified as a long-standing user of
communications collections in libraries. He prefaced his remarks
by stating that his observations were not directed at any specific
library, but rather aimed at highlighting areas of concern for
scholars and researchers in the communications field.

In the Internet age, Dr. Sterling stated, collection building - - -
in communications libraries ideally should be achieved in a could provide researchers with a useful time series of data;

number of ways. Bibliographers should work with their ¢ Audicor video recordmgf;- N .

affiliated fggp\lty, often located across several different academic ¢ Topular books on tel.evmon and film, Whmh' are now so
departments or units, to define collection development goals and. ublqu'ltous that 1t is difficult to select those which will be of
to seek assistance in weeding of the collection or canceling endufmg value; and ﬁnal}y, . . .
serials. It is important, Dr. Sterling noted, to be able to ¢ M—EM—-——WS’ Whld.l require carcﬁ.ﬂ selecF ton
“distinguish between what academic units need versus what criteria in order to ensure their usefulness in a given

individual researchers desire r. Sterling's words, "the collection. o .
T wheels" will always make their individual needs known Dr. Sterling then suggested a means of building and broadening

fo the bibliographer a communications collection, by cooperative collection

< Communications bibliographers should continually dcvcf:)lgmcnft with l;;c T_ll and l;eglonball Institutions, afnd law or
examine the means by which they stay current with the literature consuiting Iirms, which woulc enable acquisition ol resources

. ) o
in the field, and strive to be aware of the newest resources at their that n_llflglht be out Of;he reach c(;fa sm%l.e collecuonbs bl'u(iget. .
“disposal.  With the increasing interdisciplinary nature of the € program then furned to audience members discussion

~field, bibliographer§ o communications collections can help of their own collection initiatives. Eleanor Block, of Ohio State
) . . - .
“bridge the still-existing gaps between academic units (with the University, described her receipt of a grar elocpartment
fiotable example of the journalism and mass communications of Education, which enabled the Journalism and Film Library to
A ————————————— . . - ry .
departments) — acquire international communications f which

L . 'RT . i tes. of Geor
Dr. Sterling urged communications bibliographers to avoid %r; Ef"que t% t'he L.Jmted St,a es. Jud Solher George
. A . . —. angement
the "trap” of thinking that online access to a given resource a’n%;nmiw?; inzgimmm
fep aces Its paper equivalent. ~TAted book and periodical 'ﬁ—c'lﬁ—ag?s-a protected journals list' that egrfsur’es éox';’tinueé access
~coltlections continue to hiold value for researchers in the field, but —
- : TN - n 1 seven institutions. She also
“this should not discourage bibliographers from developing ‘&?és'tElFtigz doth;h"':li::“ atirc:xnilc(;fs::ement" r.hitl isl ~ red when
subject-specific_directories and user guides to developing fary 1mp

—_ — ew courses are introduced at the university. 1he audience con-
resources on the Internet. Finally, Dr. Sterling encouraged new courses are 1 : € university. 1h
AP P tinued sharing information regarding collection development,

ontinual communtcation with one's academic constituents . ) . o .
“regarding the library's new accessions and other items of interest, | with partlcular' empha.sw on acquisition of f':l'ec_tromc
~—Making the transition from gcncrai'?mo . jli‘f_lgﬂfllﬂt_gbw“h particular w%‘l—gf_
specific examples, Dr. Sterling proceeded to list particular types f;ff—t—mmc_dat.a ases :}nd the teaching ot CrlFlcal thinking-skills 1o
of resources that are more difficult to acquire, but which greatly ~ students in_jour nallsm. and com Lions _programs. The
énrich a communications collection. Research center reports, B program concluded _Wlth a call from Dr. S»_:erll.ng for MCB
Such as those from Harvard and thie Aspen Institute on members to contribute to the (C’alnmunzmnoru Booknges\
Communications and Society, are frequently overlooked in %
Tibraries, and can be difficult" to obtain.  Trade association
————— L] o S T T ———",
research, from associations such as the Nartional Association of .
“Broadcasters or the Electronic Industries Association, can Gmduat.e SC/an/of Journalism
“provide important, useful and unique mtormatlom used Columbia University

arefully by researchers. Nﬂf%%ﬁw dw242@columbia.edu
perennial problem for librafies because of their high cost, but are

of great value to Tesearchers.

s

Deborah Wassertzug
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